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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 1 1096 250542Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-07 10-13 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 
L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 EPG-02 AID-05 
SS-15 STR-04 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 
OMB-Ol FEA-01 /109W 

061148 250548Z/17 

R 250537Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9590 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 1 1096 

GENEVA FOR MTN ALSO 

BRUSSELS FOR USEC ALSO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MTN, JA 

SUBJECT: POSSIBILITY OF UNILATERAL JAPANESE TARIFF CUTS 

1 . WE ARE HEARING INCREASING DISCUSSION OF POSSIBILITIES OF 
UNILATERAL JAPANESE LOWERING TARIFF RATES ON RANGE OF PRODUCTS 
HERE IN ATTEMPT INCREASE IMPORTS AND DEFUSE SOME FOREIGN CRITICISM 
OF JAPAN'S FAVORABLE BALANCE OF TRADE. 

2. OPPONENTS OF THIS ACTION WITHIN GOJ ARGUE THAT JAPAN CANNOT 
MOVE NOW LEST JAPAN LOSE CREDIT IN TOKYO ROUND GATT NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. EMBASSY ASKS WHAT PRECEDENTS ARE FOR GIVING COUNTRIES IN 
JAPAN S SITUATION ADVANCE CREDIT FOR TARIFF REDUCTIONS IN ADVANCE 
OF CONCLUSION OF MTN. 

MANSFIELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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